WELLS

passed for a time into lay hands. When the Bishop returned
to the Palace, he obtained permission to pull down the very
large and beautiful medieval banqueting-hall.

The Cathedral did not suffer very severely during the
Reformation, though in the Civil War some damage was done
both by the Puritans and Cavalier soldiery during their periodi-
cal occupation of the town. This entry from the margin of a
book in the Chapter House library is probably typical of many
such incidents, c Wednesday, May ioth, being Ascension Eve,
Mr. Alexander Popham's soldiers, he being a Colonel for
Parliament, after dinner rushed into the Church, broke down
the windows, organs, font, seats in the quire and the bishop's
seat, besides many other villanies.' Again in 1685, the peace
of Wells was broken when Monmouth's troops, many of them
Mendip miners, were quartered in the town before the battle
of Sedgemoor. Horses were stabled in the Cathedral and such
was the Protestant zeal of some of the soldiers that they would
have destroyed the High Altar had not Lord Grey, their
commander, restrained them.

After the seventeenth century, no more alarms disturbed
the city. Time seems to have stood still there, though the
crowds that now throng into the Cathedral are not pilgrims
on their way to Glastonbury, but have come to stand entranced
before the famous Quarter Jack clock, whose knights have
tilted hourly at each other since the Middle Ages.